
5. Alphabetical Sorting 
Give them the names of all the learners in the class. Ask them to sort them by forename, and then by 
surname. 
 
This is a good exercise to follow an ice breaker, or at the beginning of a term when some new learners join 
the class. 
 
 

6. Poem 
Write a very short poem or ditty on the whiteboard. Read it out to the class. Students must then recite the 
poem in unison. Alternate with you reading the poem so they can work out the intonation. Then finally 
wipe off the whiteboard and ask them to write it down.  
 
A good follow-up activity (in or out of class) is for them to look up what all the meanings are, then to 
discuss the point of the poem. 
 
This is a good exercise to repeat periodically. It helps focus their minds on intonation, transferring from 
reading to speaking and then to writing. Some might even enjoy reciting them outside of the class. 
 
 

7. Time in Order 
Clock time comes in a few different variations. This is a straightforward exercise to check that your class are 
aware of all the common variations and how to describe time.  
 
Put a list of times on the board, spelt out in words (e.g. quarter to six), and ask students to write them 
numerically, then put the times in chronological order. 
 
 

8. Quick fire Sums 
Give students sums, with the numbers written out in full (e.g. nine plus eleven). They have a limited time to 
answer the questions, to mimic working out numbers under pressure. You can read out the numbers rather 
than give them a worksheet, but this is harder. You will need to pre-teach the basic arithmetic terms and 
symbols. 
 
This is a good follow-up activity after a lesson involving numbers. 
 
 

9. Directions 
Give students a copy of a map. Tell them where you are on the map and ask for directions to a location 
shown. 
 
Alternatively, ask indirectly e.g. Where is the nearest bus stop? 

Where can I post a letter? 
Where can I park my car? 
Then ask for directions. 

 
This is primarily to practice left, right, straight on, turn, next to, opposite etc. 
 
It could include specific vocabulary: e.g. cross roads, T junction, bridge, traffic lights. 
 
You can also practise polite phrases, intonation or embedded questions for more advanced learners. e.g. 
  Excuse me.   Can you tell me how to…?   Is this the way to…?   Is there a… near here? 



4. Family Relationships 
 

Part 1 

 
 

1. Albert is Alice’s ____________________________  2. Carol is Ben’s ________________________________  

 

3. Daniel is Alice’s ____________________________  4. Carol and Elaine are Albert’s ________________  

 

5. Elaine is Daniel’s ___________________________  6. Daniel is Carol’s _____________________________  

 

7. Alice is Elaine’s _____________________________  8. Albert is Elaine’s _____________________________  

 

9. Elaine is George and Ian’s _________________  10. Karen is Daniel’s _____________________________  

 

11. George is Daniel’s _________________________  12. George and Ian are Karen’s _________________  

 

13. Alice is Karen’s _____________________________  14. Albert is Karen’s _____________________________  

 

15. Helen is Ian’s_______________________________  16. Liam is Jenny’s ______________________________  

 

17. Molly is Jenny’s ____________________________  18. Alice is Molly’s ______________________________  

 

19. Neil is Alice’s _______________________________  20. Fred is Daniel’s ______________________________  

 

21. Carol is Fred’s ______________________________  22. Ian and Helen are  ___________________________  

 

23. Ian and Jenny are __________________________  24. Helen was George’s _________________________  

 

25. Daniel and Fred are George and Ian’s _____________________________________________________________  

Albert 

Jenny Karen Ian Helen George 

Elaine Fred Daniel Carol Ben 

Alice 

Neil Molly Liam 

divorced 


